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Grazier’s book plots future

LEADING land
Amanagement scientist
haspraised a
Queensland grazier and con-
sultant’sbook for theroleit
will play in helpingtoargue
the casefor soil-based carbon
tobeincluded in afutureemis-
sionstrading scheme.

Inlaunching Alan Lauder’s
book, Carbon Grazing: The
MissingLink, in Brisbaneon
Monday, Wentwor th Group
scientist Dr John Williams
described thework asa
“revolution of thought”.

“I think it isarevolution of
thought in many ways, because
it givesmeimmense confidence
that wehavegot herean
under standing of how we can
managecarbonin alargepart
of the Australian landscape,”
Dr Williamssaid.

“And thisisat atimewhen
we can ther efore confidently
arguethat we can sequester
and storein theAustralian
landscape lar geamounts of
carbon.

“ Weshould makesurethat
our emissionstrading system
recognisessoil carbon aspart
of thesystem, but you need the
sort of work that Alan has
doneto show usthat weknow
howtodoit, sowecan arguein
Copenhagen that soil carbon
needstobein theemissions
trading systemsthat we
negotiate.

“BecauseAustraliathen
can storecarbon in adiversity
of forms, not just in trees, but
inadiversity of agriculture
and forestry land uses so that
weend up being ableto get
many combined benefits of
storing carbon.

“And wewill avoid some of
the perver seoutcomesof just
havingthewholeplaceas
forest, food shortages, impacts
on water, and impactson
biodiversity.”

Dr Williamsdescribed the
book asablend of observation
and hypothesisand scientific
inquiry that had fed been
backwardsand forwards
between scientistsand the
grazing community over the
past 15years, and it hasbeen
put together and organised “in
away that just makessense”.

“Alan hasbeen a system
thinker and he hasbrought
together many scientific
disciplines.

“Scientistsaretrained tobe
disciplinary strong sothey can

Dr John Williams and Alan Lauder at the launch of Mr
Lauder’s book, Carbon Grazing: The Missing Link.

get tothenub of thingsand
that isreally important, but it
isnot sufficient to beuseful to
our society.

“For knowledgeto be
useful toour society, it needs
bebrought together and
integrated, and Alan has
brought together knowledge so
that wecan actually eat lamb
knowingthat lamb hasbeen
grown with minimum impact
on thelandscape. And that is
what | think issoimportant.”

WhileMr Lauder’swork
hasbeen described asa
significant achievement in
bringing together scientific
and grazingindustry
knowledgeinto abook that
providesabigpicture
under standing on how car bon
functionsin thelandscape, it
alsorepresentsatriumphin
getting hisknowledge
recognised after yearsof
tryingto negotiate hisway
through a seriesof
bureaucraticbrick walls.

Not only hasAlan L auder

developed aunique
under standing of how
landscapesand farming
systemsfunction, hismany
yearsof tryingto get his
message heard at gover nment
level havealso given him a
uniqueunder standing of how
departmental processeswork.
With thisin mind, hesaid
hewrotethebook touniteall
thevariouspeople, knowledge
and processesthat have been
kept apart by existing funding
and bureaucratic structures.
“Wemakethemistake of
relying on gover nmentsto do
this” hetold theaudienceat
the book launch.
“Unfortunately, Government
functionsin such away, that
all thenecessary knowledge
residesin separ ate processes.
“Furthermore, the
processesusually donot share
acommon purpose.
“Worsestill, they areoften
competing with each other for
funds, socan’t afford to
share”

Tight supply, lower
dollar cushion wool

By MARIUS CUMING

ASTHE worldfinancial turmoil
continues, the wool market
keepsonselling, evenenjoyinga
lift last week.

It lifted 1.3 percent on the
back of a dlightly weaker
Australian dollar, the Eastern
Market Indicator (EMI) rising
10 centsfor the week to 789c/kg
clean.

Of the 48,000 bales offered
for sale, 11pc waspassedin.

The 17-micron indicator in
the south gained 21c to 1293, 2¢c
behind the northern indicator,
while 19-micron woolsin both
markets gained to finish the
week at 1040 and 1038 cents.

The 21-micron wools also
rose sightly, up 16 in Sydney to
759, seven in Melbourne to 764
and eightinthewestto 749.

Broader Merino micronsalso
gained with a 22c rise in the

south to 735c. Overall, the mar-
ket in US dollar terms lifted just
three centsthe EMI at US510c.

In contrast to the massive
falls on the sharemarket this
year, the wool market has per-
formed admirably, but how long
the grave uncertainty will last is
the big question, according to
NSW woolbroker Marty Moses.

“The lower dollar helped the
market last week, and shipping
orders and Christmas deadlines
are helping the market alittle at
the moment, as people want to
get wool onthewater,” hesaid.

“But Chinais slowing down,
retail salesareslowing, andthere
doesn’t appear to be a lot of
demand.

“Thankfully, the lower sup-
plies of wool are cushioning the
fall to acertain extent.

“Theway it isnow, | can see
this market sentiment continu-
ing at least into January and
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February, but it'sjust so hard to
tell.”

There had been some glim-
mers of hopefor ahigher market
intothenew year, asfuturesmar-
kets had been trading well above
the spot pricesin recent weeks.
Unfortunately, the futures mar-
ket fell away earlier thisweek.

“Wehavebeen using hedging
and it has been working out
pretty well, but | see now the
prices have comeinto line with
the spot market and may well be
even trading below it before too
long,” MrMosessaid.

He said many of his clients
had held over selling wool when
the sharp falls came in October,
but many who hadto sell took the
cash.

“Unfortunately, the funda-
mentals have not changed.”

Thisweek, 45,000 baleswere
rostered for sale acrossthe three
main centres.

Fears on carbon
forestry growth

By MATTHEW CAWOOD

AUSTRALIA should be having
an urgent discussion about the
potential of carbon trading to
change land use, aleading agri-
cultural analyst says, or the
nation could find itself seriously
short of water and food-
producing capacity.

Mick Keogh, executive direc-
tor of the Australian Farm
Institute, has dissected some
Federal Treasury modelling on
thepotential for carbontrading to
encourage “carbon forestry” on
agricultural land, and found that
the modelling poses more ques-
tionsthanit answers.

When Treasury considered an
upper-end scenario in which
Australia aimed to reduce green-
house gas emissions by 25 per-
cent by 2020, it found that about
34 million hectares of agricul-
tural land would be converted to
carbon sink forests as carbon
sequestration became more prof-
itable than farming.

“To put this area of land in
context, it is 30pc more than the
total areaof Australianfarmland
that is sown to crops each year,”
Mr Keogh said.

The implications of this
potential change in land use is
compounded by thefact that trees
grow fastest — and sequester the
most carbon —on good land with
ahighrainfall.

“The ABARE modelling
identified that the farm land that

would be converted into forests
would not be areas of low-value
land in drier areas of the nation,
but would in fact be highly pro-
ductive land in high rainfall
regions —especially in north-east
NSW and South  East
Queendand.

“Thereductioninfarm output
from this areawould have asig-
nificant impact on food pricesin
Australia, aswell asmajor socio-
economic impacts on the regions
inquestion.”

Mr Keogh then considered
how changing existing farmland
to forest would affect available
runoff. On available data, he cal-
culated that 34 million hectares
of treeswould reduce runoff rain-
fall by 60 million megalitres of
water ayear.

“Thisisamost six times the
total volume of water currently
used for irrigation in Australia,”
hesaid.

“If even half of this occurred
in the Murray-Darling Basin, it
would meanthat irrigation would
need to be almost completely
shut down.”

“Alternatively, if this water
had to be paid for by forestry
developers, it would add an extra
$30hilliontothe cost of reducing
emissions—acost not considered
inthe Treasury modelling.”

Mr Keogh said that from
Treasury’s purely fiscal perspec-
tive, carbon sink forestry hasthe
potential to significantly reduce
the cost of the Carbon Pollution

Reduction Scheme to the
Australian economy.

“Lockingup carbonintreesis
much less expensive than the
assumed cost of directly reducing
emissions from coal-fired elec-
tricity generators,” he said.

“Issueslikefutureglobal food
security, rural and regional
impacts, and even the ability of
Australiato continue producing
its own food or supplying water
to towns and cities have been
ignored in discussions about the
CPRS, and arethedark underside
of the glossy and optimistic con-
clusions that have been reached
about its minimal potential
costs”

Andfor thosewho don’t think
governments would allow this
scenario to play out, Mr Keogh
had somewords of caution.

The States most likely to see
an upsurge in carbon forestry are
NSW and Queensland, “whose
governments just happen to be
Australia’'s biggest greenhouse
emittersasaconsequenceof their
ownership of coal-fired electric-
ity generators, and which also
harvest a flood of annual divi-
dends from these generators and
fromthe coal industry”.

“Faced with the choice of
either foregoing those dividends
and cranking up electricity
prices, or letting large areas of
farm land be converted to carbon
sink forests, it isafairly safe bet
which option these governments
will take,” Mr Keogh said.
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