s T | i WIPIER et g (e MO, e - : e

LIVESTOCK

pasture rest: Time or timing

one of the four seasons, then destocked for the
remmmng three seasons, ie autumn, winter and
spring. A fifth plot examines the effect of
continuous grazing for the entire year, andasixth
plot continuous rest.

The continuously grazed plot was degraded
while the continuously rested plot remained in
perfect condition.

Of the plots grazed on a seasonal basis, three
were in perfect condition. But the plot grazed in
summer was as degraded as the continuously
grazed plot.

“The message was that grazing of plants
while they are attempting to grow does the
damage, and rest at the wrong time is of little
.valwe-,'-”ml;audersaid.

Also, in the two degraded'plom (summer and

- continuous), two sections fenced off four years
' ago have since regenerated after rain, despite
 below average rainfall over that time.

Asimilar example exists at the Idalia National

Park near Blackall, where three areas on different.

's0il types were fenced off to exclude kangaroos
several years ago. The country regenerated
‘within three years, and some of the plant types
inside the pens cannot be found outside them.
Mr Lauder says research from the Cardigan
Research Station near Charters Towers also
demonstrates the importance of timing rest.
“Trials at Cardigan show that with continuous
grazing there can only be 25pc utilisation of
pastures, if they are to be maintained,” he said.
“With six to eight weeks of rest after rain it is
possible to utilise 50p¢ of pasture production
without the pastures detenomt:ng
Understanding how grazing animals search.
for food was critical to understanding the ex

of rest pastures needed to regenerate afterrain.
- ‘When animals graze, particularly sheep, there
- ..manordcrofselecnontotheplanmtheyeat.m
first are the most palatable plants, the annual
grasses, when available. Stock then seek out the.
perennials, and finally the slower growmg

Ahn Laudar thdsloek,_cunnamulla,;at a field day near Eulo. He recently addressed the

Sixth lﬂhmatioml

nd Congress in Townsville on the findings from his government

funded Drought Regional hﬂtinlive on the importance of timing of rest, as opposed to time of

rest, in pasture management.

perennial edible shrubs like saltbush, which are
drought resistant, frost resistant and not eaten by
kangaroos. With single falls perennial grasses
are generally eaten first.

The only way to rest palatable plants in any
ngmpasturcwastorestﬂlemfetaboutfeurto
six weeks after good rain. On the return of
animals, perennials then had ongoing rest
because the more palatable annuals took grazing
attention away from them. :

Rest after good rain was long enough if the
annuals dropped enough seed after grazing for
the next good rainfall event. A cost-effective
grazing alternative to cell grazing was to take
some small paddocks with less productive
country out of production and use them to rest

large paﬁdmcks after good rain.

At his Cunnamulla property Woodstock, Mr
Lauder is: ing the use of Old Man Saltbush
plantations in conjunction with dry standing feed
to rest paddocks for short periods after rain.

He also occasionally overstocks pa&decks in
good order to rest lesser paddocks and increase
overall sustainability. These practices appeal to
those not willing to build more fences, he says.

“The main reason cell grazing outperforms
continuous grazing is that cell grazing has a

component of rest and it is rest that increases

producuon by 50pc to 80pc,” he said. “Cell
grazing should be benchmarkéd in terms of its
effectiveness in eumpanson to other systems that
also use rest, not continuous grazing.”




